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Damage Prevention
--PHMSAôs Perspective--

Å PHMSAôs focus is pipelines, buté

Å Damage prevention for pipelines is damage prevention for 
all utilities ïdamage prevention takes place on our 
common ground

Å All stakeholders must be involved 

Å The elements of effective damage prevention programs are 
spelled out in the PIPES Act of 2006 ïthe ñNine Elementsò

Å States need funding to implement the nine elements, which 
is the purpose of the State Damage Prevention (SDP) grant 
program
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Why Does PHMSA Care about DP?

Å Excavation damage is the leading cause of ñsignificantò 
pipeline incidents (causing injury or fatality) 

ðFrom 1988 to 2008, 34.5% of significant pipeline 
incidents were caused by excavation damage

ðIn 2007, excavation damages caused 20% of pipeline 
incidents 

ðThese incidents resulted in 4 fatalities , 10 injuries , 
and considerable expense *

Å There are approximately 2.2 million miles of pipeline in the 
United States

Å Excavation damage impacts all other underground utilities, 
causing service outages, affecting lives, and costing untold 
millions of dollars

* Source: PHMSA Significant Incidents Files April 14, 2008
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The Need for the Nine Elements
The ñDamage Prevention Landscapeò

Å Damage prevention is a shared responsibility, but damage 
prevention is largely executed at state and local levels

Å There is considerable variability between the provisions of 
state damage prevention lawsé
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OCSI One -Call Laws Summary

Source: 2009-2010 OCSI Resource Guide (p. 19) 
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All States Have a DP Law

Source: One-Call Systems International Committee of the Common Ground Alliance



Statewide Coverage of Law?

Source: One-Call Systems International Committee of the Common Ground Alliance


